
Some things 

you should 

know about 

Hospice.
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	 People with life-limiting illnesses who wish to 

spend their final days in the comfort of their homes 

face many obstacles. But they no longer have to 

face those obstacles alone. 

Help 
is here.

	 The Crater Community Hospice staff, working 

with the patient’s own physician and a network of 

caring community volunteers, help the patient and 

family cope by providing a comprehensive program 

of medical, psychological, social and spiritual  

support for patients, families and friends.

	H ospice care  becomes appropriate when the  

focus of care shifts from aggressive treatment 

of the disease to relieving and managing the symp-

toms. Usually the patient has a life expectancy of 

six months or less.

	 The Hospice Team stands ready 24 hours a day 

to assist the family in times of crisis.

p a t i e n t s

Patients who meet the following criteria  
are eligible for Hospice services:

• In the opinion of the attending physician, the  
patient’s life expectancy is less than six months.

• The patient is a resident of the cities of  
Petersburg, Hopewell, Colonial Heights or 
Emporia, or the counties of Prince George, 
Dinwiddie, Chesterfield, Sussex, Surry or 
Charles City.

• The patient and family are aware that the 
patient has a life-limiting illness and that  
hospice care is comfort care, not curative care.

• The focus of care is on pain management 
and symptom control to enable the patient 
to remain at home with family members.

• A responsible caregiver is available to give 
or coordinate care.

s e r v i c e s

Each patient’s plan of care is individually  
designed with the whole family in mind.  
Services may include:

• Symptom control and pain management.

• Scheduled and emergency home visits by 
nurses, certified nursing assistants, social work-
ers, other health professionals and volunteers.

• Emotional support and counseling for both 
patient and family members.

• Medical equipment, supplies and pain 
control medications.

• Short-term inpatient or respite care for 
medical or family emergencies.

• Spiritual support for all faiths.

• Bereavement support for family and friends 
for up to a year.

p a y m e n t

Crater Community Hospice is a not-for-profit  
organization whose care and services are 
funded through insurance reimbursement, 
memorial gifts and generous support from 
the community.

Crater Community Hospice provides care 
regardless of the patient’s ability to pay.
 

H
o

s
p

i
c

e
.

.
.

 
A

 
S

pec



i

a
l

 
K

i
n

d
 

o
f

 
C

a
r

i
n

g


